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THE UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA 


Department of S speech 
and Dramatic Art 


1955 SUMMER SESSION begins May 31 


DRAMA WORKSHOP for High School Teachers 
June 13-July 1 


The University of Wichita Theatre 
in cooperation with 


The Wichita Community Theatre 


presents 
THE SILVER WHISTLE.................. February 24, 25, 26 
MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM...Mar. 31, Apr. 1, 2 
April 28, 29, 30 


ALL PERFORMANCES AT 8:30 P.M. 
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA THEATRE 


Special Attention Given to Mail Orders for Student Groups 


For full information and reservations write to: 
Eugene C. Spangler, Acting Head of Dept. 
DEPARTMENT OF SPEECH AND DRAMATIC ART 
University of Wichita 
Wichita 14, Kansas 
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Speech Journal 


Official Publication of the Kansas Speech Association 


Managing Editor 


....Leslie M. Blake, University of Wichita 


"Published by Grit Printing Co., Wichita, Kansas 


FIVE BI-MONTHLY ISSUES YEARLY 


OPERA IN COLLEGE 


D. W. McCarrrey 
K.S.T.C., Emporia 


A new type of opera is coming to 
college. The New York Metropol- 
itan wouldn't touch it and Verdi or 
Wagner would have sneered at the 
libretto. These two composers would 
have set to work adding multifarious 
inventions to make “something” of 
the plot. Not grand opera, but a 
new form, the one act opera, a 
unique combination of drama and 
music, is finding a place in the cur- 
riculum of the colleges’in this coun- 
try. 

When I say “in the curriculum” 
I mean just that. The importance 
of these one act operas for training 
students in music (and drama is 
being realized by educators. Courses 
in “Opera Workshop” are being 
added in the major universities and 
in some smaller colleges with well 
developed music departments. 

With this new emphasis there is 
no longer the haphazard production 
of “The Pirates of Penzance.” Few 
people haven’t seen such crude at- 
tempts to bring the opera or op- 
eretta to the people. It often was 
the product of an unholy struggle 
between the music and drama de- 
partments. The music director con- 
cerned himself with the orchestra 
and the singers only. The drama 
director pieced together drapes and 
costumes and demonstrated a few 
stilted gestures to the singers and 
then sat back and groaned. The re- 
sult: a poor product, a rather nasal, 
Americanized Gilbert and Sullivan 
that was watered down to the point 


that much of the parody elements 
of the music emerged as sincere ro- 
manticism. And to add more misery 
to the scene, all the supers stood 
around with benign or blank faces, 
looking like a herd of cattle in the 
corner of a pasture, gazing at a 
passing motorist. 

Unfortunately, these lamentable 
productions are still being given by 
high schools and colleges. Little in- 
tegration is attempted in the fields 
of music and drama because the 
importance of it is not realized. In 
some cases cooperation is of little 
value when there is a lack of talent 
in the directors. Gilbert and Sulli- 
van is effective theatre if it is given 
a correct interpretation.’ It must re- 
flect the mood and humor of the 
period as well as the British wit in- 
herent in the work. Too often Gil- 
bert and Sullivan has been distorted 
by throwing in business of an Amer- 
ican vintage-—-the type observed 
most frequently in quaint burlesque 
theatres and the new medium of 
television. 

The new one act operas are rather 
far removed from the Gilbert and 
Sullivan school. They are less top- 
ical and gencrally more universal. 
Many are quite serious in nature. 
Most of them are suitable for col- 
lege and high school production. 
Their one act length encourages 
many school directors who have 
limited time and a limited budget. 
Only one Gilbert and Sullivan cre- 

(Continued on page 6) 


T 
| 


The President Speaks ... 


M. “Matt” Hitt 
Topeka High School 


It’ was the good fortune of your 
President in the company of M. E. 
Swanson, Vice-President of the KSA 
Second District, to attend the 1954 
Speech Conference at the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel in Chicago during the 
Christmas vacation period. This se- 
ries of mectings was doubly interest- 
ing since a number of our member- 
ship took an active part in the pro- 
ceedings. Dr. Forest Whan was one 
of the keynote speakers at the open- 
ing session. It was most gratifying 
to meet and greet so many speech- 
minded people from Kansas. To 
our way of thinking, the carrying on 
of our speech activities from the 
state level on up to the national 
level is a most worthy undertaking. 
Again it was noted that a great 
many of the secondary level speech 
teachers were taking part in the 
meetings and with the fine work of 
the college level group a most ex- 
cellent program was forthcoming. 
Let us all try to keep these national 
and regional meetings in mind and 
plan to attend them as well as our 
own state and local meetings. In- 
terest in speech activities is gaining 


all over the country—so let us keep 
Kansas in the forefront. 

Speaking of state meetings, it js 
with a great deal of satisfaction that 
we inform you that the Spring Meet. 
ing of the KSA is shaping up in 
what promises to be one of the 
better meetings of our group. In- 
terest is running high and Charles 
J. Logas, Chairman at the Wash- 
burn University site of our meeting, 
is going all out to plan a series of 
programs that will be of great in- 
terest to all people in speech work. 
We cannot divulge some of his plans 
at this time; but if they materialize, 
we will not want to miss any of the 
events for the week end of March 
18-19, 1955. Why don’t you re- 
serve these two days for the KSA? 
Plan to attend all of the sessions 
on Friday and Saturday. We are 
mighty grateful to our members for 
their cooperation in this series of 
meetings. We feel that in addition 
to the payment of our dues that we 
owe it to ourselves to be in attend- 
ance at our state meetings. On to 
Topeka! 

(Continued on page 8) 


The Teaching of Speech—A Challenge 


By Roy F. Hupson 
University of Wichita 


Professor Harlow of Oxford Uni- 
versity stated in a recent article, 
“Unless we teach people to think for 
themselves; to think independently; 
not to accept tabloids; to separate 
the good from the shoddy; to de- 
velop the trained, disciplined mind 
capable of standing up against the 
impact of prejudice, education is 
headed for complete catastrophe . . . 
and the forms of democracy cannot 
succeed,” 


What are we in Speech doing te 
avoid the “complete catastrophe, 
to make sure that “the forms of de- 
mocracy will succeed”? Are we 
building character in our students, 
building toward responsible leader- 
ship? Are we affording training 
disciplined thinking, to develop orig- 
inal thinking? Are we striving t 
encourage students to gain a sense 
of values and to elevate taste? Or 
do we limit our teaching to how te 
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be at ease before an audience, how 
to project the voice, how to articu- 
late properly, how to outline cor- 
rectly, how to stand with poise and 
gesture with grace, how to memorize 
easily, how to please an audience? 
If we thus spend our time and our 
students’ time with the skills and 
frills of Speech, the world will pass 
us by in its frantic search for cap- 
able, dynamic leaders. 

A short time ago a colleague ques- 
tioned me in all seriousness why 
Speech departments were necessary, 
since the teaching of Speech was 
only a simple matter of following 
rules in a textbook that could be 
done by any teacher. This concept 
of Speech as a packaged skill course 
has dogged our footsteps ever since 
the how-to-do-it-in-ten-easy-lessons 
philosophy began. Many of us, in- 
stead of violently rejecting pat me- 
chanical rules, have allowed our- 
selves to be allured by their ease 
and simplicity. Unfortunately some 
teachers still teach Speech as they 
might teach cooking —-learn good 
recipes and you'll never fail to please 
your guests. Such speech practices 
win us more epithets of “unneces- 
sary,” “elocutionary,” “non-essen- 
tial,” ete., that have been heaped 
upon us for many years. We shall 
continue to receive such criticism 
until we can demonstrate the value 
of Speech in turning out responsible, 
well-disciplined, clear-thinking, alert, 
good citizens as well as smooth pub- 
lic speakers. 

We all have read the glowing. 
stimulating praise of speech training 
in the curriculum and in life by such 
authors as Quintilian, Isocrates, 
Thomas Wilson, Campbell, Whate- 
ly, and others, and it is highly re- 
warding to reread these authors 
occasionally for renewed inspiration. 
But reading and “pointing with 
pride” to the advantages to be 
gained from the subject we profess 
to teach is not enough. If we wish 
to meet today’s educational chal- 


lenges we must employ Rhetoric and 
Public Address to do the job they 
are uniquely prepared to do. We 
must use the discipline of Speech to 
encourage alertness and a desire to 
grapple with today’s problems, to 
lead students to think constructively, 
to develop responsible leadership, to 
elevate taste to something better 
than satisfaction with soothing soph- 
isms of public address, and escapism 
and sex in entertainment and litera- 
ture, and to impart a sense of values 
from which will arise a marriage of 
ethics and public service, of indi- 
viduality and humanity. 

It is evident that the attainment 
of such goals is not the exclu- 
sive province of Speech, but unless 
Speech becomes more concerned 
with these goals, Speech classes and 
departments will continue to give 
place to courses that are concerned 
with them, until we are finally 
dropped from the curriculum or 
integrated with a “more essential 
course.” 

An analytical view of our subject 
field reveals that Rhetoric and Pub- 
lic Address are admirably suited to 
develop an ethical, political, respon- 
sible, constructive, creative-thinking 
citizen. From classical antiquity on 
through the ages, Rhetoric or Pub- 
lic Address has been the discipline 
used to train a man’s critical think- 
ing about the state, society, and 
man, the probing tool for discover- 
ing the probable truth about any 
situation in the state or society, the 
means of developing an understand- 
ing and appreciation of all history 
and literature, and the treasury of 
materials from which students could 
develop firm ethical standards. A re- 
reading of Quintilian’s Jnstitutes will 
refresh our memories of the impor- 
tant educational tasks that our sub- 
ject is capable of performing. 

To detail at any suitable length, 
how Speech Training is to be ap- 
plied to the achievement of these 
desirable ends would take more 


“p 
is 
at 
te 
in 
we 
n- 
es 
h- 
g, 
of 
k. 
ns 
e, 
n 
of 
n 
0 
0 | 
n 
e 
ir 


space than this paper would allow. 
A brief examination of certain prin- 
ciples, however, may serve to inspire 
us to expand our theory and practice 
of Speech Education. Edward B. Orr 
in an article entitled “Democracy: 
Taught or Caught,” lists what he, 
as a teacher in the classroom, can 
do to develop the kind of citizen 
democracy is demanding that the 
schools produce. He states: 


I can in my classroom invite free 
discussion, welcome with respect any 
sincere question, and tolerate honest 
disagreement. 


I can insist on order and courtesy, 
stress the discussion of questions which 
interest other than merely the asker, 
and can point out frequently the 
identity of these and like classroom 
practices with the ideals of a free 
society. 

I can lead my students to look at 
the world with breadth and tolerance, 
and not to assume that all are strange. 
“except me and thee.” 


I can demand that my students not 
merely absorb but challenge, dissect. 
and evaluate ideas and information 
which comes before them. 


I can make stiff demands upon my 
students, expect that they demand 
much of themselves, hold them to the 
strict fulfillment of any serious task 
and set them an example by disciplin- 
ing myself. 


I can aid my students to face short- 
comings squarely and honestly in the 
spirit, not of disillusionment, but of 
determination. 


When we as teachers of Speech 
become actively concerned with the 
best ethical, political, and social de- 
velopment of our students and ex- 
pand the use of our subject to 
achieve this development we will be 
establishing a firm and undeniable 
place for Speech in every curric- 
ulum. We will then be shouldering 
the heavier responsibilities that the 
Atomic Age has placed upon ow 
nation, and, in the words of James 
Killian of the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, we will be help- 
ing to form “a bastion to protect our 
American faith.” 


(Continued from page 3) 
ation, “Trial by Jury,” comes close 
to this later classification. It is a 
charming one act that deserves more 
good productions in_ this country, 
Some of the most popular of these 
new operas are Menotti’s “The Tel- 
ephone” and “Amahl and the Night 
Visitors,” Weill’s “Down in the 
Valley,” and Hindemith’s “There 
and Back.” These operas have been 
produced by both high schools and 
colleges. 

The differences between the one 
act and the grand opera are numer- 
ous. First of all, one act operas are 
simple in their story and music line. 
They have none of the pretentious- 
ness that seems to infect some of 
the romantic school of grand opera. 

The fit the mood of our age and 
society. A large cast of principals 
is not found in this new form and 
the singing requirements for these 
major roles are not complicated in 
the manner of grand opera. No 
arias for the leads are designed to 
stop the show. The overall mood 
and plot are never complex. The 
one act follows a straight story line 
without the complication of 
plots. In fact, it is almost like a 
short story or one act set to music. 
Some of the most recent have drawn 
the libretto from a short story or 
play. “The Devil and Daniel Web- 
ster” by Benet, Synge’s “Riders to 
the Sea” and Saroyan’s “Hello Out 
There” are examples. 

When these operas were first pro- 
duced the music department tried 
to do them alone. They soon found 
that these new “music-dramas” de- 
manded a good overall production. 
The dramatic elements in some cases 
were as important if not the most 
important elements to make the pro- 
duction a success. In the case 0 
Menotti we find a brilliant combina- 
tion of words and music (or more 
properly—-emotions and music) 8° 
that a mere recital presentation 1S 
flat if not meaningless. 

(Continued in next issue) 
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Department of Speech 


KANSAS STATE COLLEGE 


MANHATTAN, KANSAS 


A BALANCED AND THOROUGH PROGRAM 
OF SPEECH TRAINING - 


Speech for Teachers General Speech 

Rhetoric and Public Address Radio and Television 

Drama Discussion and Conference 
Speech Therapy 


SPECIAL SUMMER PROGRAM 


COURSES AVAILABLE IN ALL THE AREAS OF SPEECH 
JUNE 6— AUGUST 6, 1955 


“THE DOCTOR IN SPITE OF HIMSELF” by Moliere is 
still available for spring bookings. 


Plan to attend “MISTER ROBERTS”, College Auditor- 
ium, March 9 and 10, 1955. 


For Further Information Write To: 
John Keltner, Head 
Department of Speech 
Kansas State College 
Manhattan, Kansas 
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(Continued from page 4) 

I STILL CAN'T BELIEVE IT: 

After taking part in the Annual 
Russell High School Debate Tour- 
nament these past three years this 
writer is still amazed and delighted 
by the warm welcome and the gen- 
uine hospitality shown visiting de- 
baters and their coaches by the good 
people of Russell, Kansas. To the 
newcomer at this debate tourna- 
ment, held the last week end in 
October, it would seem that the 
American Legion, or some similar 
organization, was holding a. state 
rally. The friendliness of the mer- 
chants and of the entire populace 
was a wonderful tonic for the visit- 
ing groups. The townspeople opened 
up their homes and provided rooms 
for the debaters. Many of the vis- 
itors had the good fortune to be 
treated to home-cooked breakfasts 
and other meals during their stay in 
this hospitable Russell County Seat. 

In our visitations around the var- 


ious high schools of the state, we 
have been entertained royally by the 
host schools; but it is in Russel} 
that it seems the whole community 
prepares a very special welcome fo; 
visiting debaters. The school offi. 
cials, faculty, students and towns. 
people alike are behind the debating 
program with a hearty good will that 
is most inspiring and outstanding. 

There must be a reason for such 
concerted support. We think the 
answer may well rest in the enviable 
record made by the debate teams of 
Russell High School. This school 
has been represented at the State 
High School Debate Tournament 
for the past seventeen years. A rec- 
ord that any school and community 
can be justly proud of. Couple this 
fact with the friendliness of its cit- 
izens and there you have the reason 
for Russell being “tops” in the state 
in hospitality and community spirit. 

I'm looking forward to next year’s 
tourney already! 


EVERYTHING FOR THE STAGE 


CURTAINS, TRACKS, SCENERY, 
STAGE LIGHTING 
WINDOW DRAPERIES 


A full line of Water Colors for Scene Painting, 
Glue, Scenic Canvas, Scenery Hardware 


CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 


Great Western Stage Equipment Co. 


1324 Grand Avenue 


Kansas City, Mo. 
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WEBCOR tape recorder 


The 2010 contains TWO powerful, 
precision built 4 pole motors and TWO 
high-fidelity recording heads. This 
means brilliont high-fidelity recording 
at absolutely accurate speeds. One 
simple control lets you record, play 
back, erase or reverse with just a sim- 
ple twist of the knob. Play up to two 
2010 hours on one inexpensive reel of tape. 
Records at either 7% or 3% inches 
per second. Takes both 5 inch and 7 inch reels. A magic re- 
cording eye level provides professional quality recordings the 
very first time. Added features include automatic stops, output 
selector switch and sensitive tone and volume controls. 


WEBCOR “Maestro” fonograf 


The Webcor ‘‘Maestro" is a sturdy, 
non-automatic portable, offering su- 
perior tone quality through its bass re- } 
flex type cabinet. This versatile Fono- 
graf is perfeci for schools, churches, 
clubs, as well as for music in the home. 
The “Maestro” contains all -the fea- 
tures found in the Webcor “Holiday.” 
Such important devices as the Balanced 
Tone Arm, Electrostatically Flocked 
turntable and Spring Mounting make 
the “Maestro” o professional Fonograf at a price surprisingly 
low. The ‘‘Maestro" plays all three speeds and takes all sizes 
of records. 


For WEBCOR see ... 


LAWRENCE CAMERA SHOPS, INC. 
149 North Broadway 
Wichita, Kansas 


LEFFINGWELL’S AUDIO-VISUAL SERVICE, INC. 
210 South Santa Fe 
Salina, Kansas 


MOSSER-WOLF, INC. 
1107 jAassachuselts 
Lawrence, Kansas 
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Demonstration debates on the 
current: Kansas high school ques- 
tion were presented for 34 Kansas 
high school debate teams by de- 
baters from Emporia State Teachers 
College in October. : 


Emporia State’s top team-—Jim 
Trent, of Haven, and Gary Poor- 
man, of Hutchinson—took the neg- 
ative side in all of the demonstra- 
tions. The affirmative teams con- 
sisted of Don Edmunds and Jay 
rien both of Emporia, and Al- 
en Kidd, of Eureka, and Dave 
Blackim, of Hutchinson. Howard 
Holladay is the debate coach. 


In addition to presenting a debate 
at each school they visited, the Em- 
poria Staters analyzed the issues on 
the high school debate question 
Resolved: That the United States 
should initiate a policy of free trade 
with the friendly nations of the 
world. They also provided materials 
and advice for beginning debaters, 
listened to rounds of debate by high 
school students, and had question 
and answer sessions. 


Included on the Emporia Static 
itinerary were high schools at At- 
chison, Kansas City (Wyandotte , 
Bonner Springs, Lawrence,  Pitts- 
burg, Coffeyville, Lebo, Emporia, 
Manhattan, Wamego, Canton, St. 
John, Newton, Moundridge, Wel- 
lington, Hutchinson, Dodge City, 
Meade, Liberal, Ulysses, Garden 
City, Hays (St. Joseph’s Academy), 
Russell and Osborne. 

Students from Olathe, Council 
Grove, Lehigh, Haven, and Stafford, 
Kansas, and Joplin, Missouri, came 
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newsletter’ for Kansas hie}, 
school debaters is being published 
by the Emporia State Teachers Col. 
lege chapter of Pi Kappa Delta. 
honorary forensic fraternity. The 
first issue came out in November. 


The newsletter is published to 
supply debaters with news of tour- 
naments, squad activities, demon- 
stration debates, and other matters 
of interest. 


At the time of the second isstic 
in December the circulation had 
reached nearly 1,000. 


Finals for the first annual speech 
contest sponsored by the Wichita 
Junior Bar Association for students 
at the University of Wichita wer 
held at the Lassen Hotel ballroom. 
Tuesday, January 5. Martha Parke: 
and Rosalyn Rowell tied for first 
place and third place was awarded 
to Donald Ames. $35.00 in prize 
money was distributed to the con- 
testants and the names of the first 
place winners were engraved on a 
permanent trophy to be added to 
the Speech Department trophy case. 


A preliminary contest had been 
held earlier from which six finalists 
were selected. Each of the 20 
classes in beginning speech (Speech 
111) elected a class member to ap- 
pear in the preliminary contest. The 
Junior Bar Association provided the 
judges for both the preliminary and 
the final contest. 


JOIN THE 
PATRONIZE 
ATTEND THE 


KANSAS SPEECH ASSOCIATION 
OUR ADVERTISERS 
SPRING MEETING — MARCH 18-19 


TE 


REAT ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL 
1955 Spring Theatrical Offerings 


ARCADIA — FEB. 26 — 8:30 P.M. 
The return of that wonderful gal 


ANNA RUSSELL 


don’t miss this bombshell of fun 
price $3.36, 2.80, 2.24, 1.68, 1.12 


WEST HIGH AUDITORIUM — THUR., MARCH 3 


‘You are there in 


FILMORAMA ADVENTURE 
Featuring the Highlights of Europe 
In Full Color Wide Screen Filmorama 
A Pictorial experience not to be missed! 


Ww. U. AUDITORIUM — WED., MARCH 2 — 8: 30 P. M. 


The long awaited 


BOSTON “POPS” ORCHESTRA 


Seating is limited so order early for this musical treat. 
prices: $3.92, 3.36, 2.80, 2.24, 1.68 


ARCADIA —~— FRI. & SAT., MARCH 11 & 12 — 8: 30 P. M. 


“THE SEVEN YEAR ITCH” 
EDDIE BRACKEN 
starring in the laugh filled sensation of Broadway 
$3.92, 3.36, 2.80, 226, 1.68 . 


ARCADIA —_ TUESDAY, MARCH 15. — 8: 30, P.M. 


Paul Douglas - Steve Brodic Wendell Corey 
in Paul Gregory’s dramatic hit 


“THE CAINE MUTINY COURT MARTIAL” 


many were turned away last season-— order early 


ONE OF THE FINEST SHOWS EVER PRODUCED 


Additional on the om: sent request 


FLOTO TICKET OFFICE 


219 South Water Phone AM 2-1281 
WICHITA 
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2400 Jardine Drive Wichita, Kansas 


help is offered for all types of 
speech and hearing disorders 


such as: 
. . Stuttering ... aphasia 
. losses in intelligibility ... Cleft palate 
.. cerebral palsy ... retarded speech 


..deaf and hard of hearing =... dysphonia 


The Complete Program Includes: 


. speech and hearing habilitation 
..an inclusive testing program 
.. supervised medical program 
.. special education classrooms 
.. occupational and physical therapy 
. religion 
. . recreation 


. residential facilities 


at the 
| INSTITUTE OF LOGOPEDICS | | 
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